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US president Barack Obama in his first State of the Union Address has ever said: “We have no
reason to let Europe and China have the fastest railways inthe world.” For this, the Obama
administration for the United States drew a very ambitious "25-year-plan” blueprint of high-speed rail
constructions. However, despite Obama's "High-speed Rail Blueprint™ issued for more than 6 years, his
high-speed rail dream was frequently frustrated. The reasons for this are mostly related to the
situations in the United States.

Firstly, high-speed rail conflicts with the current passenger transportation structure of the United
States. The United States of America has the most developed highways system in the world, and very
few crossings, bridges and car-parking charge fees. In addition, the price of gasoline is relatively cheap.
So, traveling by car is Americans’ first choice. If the distance is still farther, taking airplanes would be
chosen because the United States of America has the world's most developed civil aviation system (The
United States currently has about 15,000 airports.). The results of the market competition
make air tickets comparatively cheaper. Therefore, few American people would choose both slow and
uneconomic railways to travel. According to statistics, in the United States of America, in the passenger
carriage of beyond 80 km, the proportions undertaken by various transport modes are as follows: cars
accounted for 56%; air, 41%; buses, 2%; railways, only 1%. Such a passenger transport structure
almost makes railways become something dispensable, that isto say, as well without it as with
it. However, such a passenger transport  structure could not be promoted. The American
population only accounts for 5% of the world’s population, but they consume 25% of the world's
energy sources. If the whole world copies the above American mode, it would need 5 earths to maintain
the balance between supply and demand. Even more worryingly, the carbon-emissions pollution caused
by automobile exhaust has the accumulation effects. Due to Germany's Volkswagen’s resorting to
deceit in testing of car exhaust emissions, the United States of America imposed heavy penalties on this
car company. This is a must. But, more importantly, facing the increasingly serious pollution caused
by car exhaust emissions, the  United  States should changeits irrational  structure  of
passenger transportation.

Secondly, the America's economic structure, natural conditions and population distributions make
its high-speed railway plan have difficulty in taking a step. In the United States, 1/7 industries are
automobile-related,  1/6 employment population are automobile-related. To  develop  high-speed
railways will be opposed by these enterprises and their employees. Judging from the geographical
factors of the United States of America, except the several densely-populated city belts of the east and
west coasts, most of its areas are sparsely populated. Thus, the passenger transportation demand for
high-speed rail is not very urgent.

Thirdly, all the states of the USA have a high degree of autonomy, which makes the federal
government's plans for high-speed rail difficult to achieve. Take the 135 km high-speed rail project of
Florida State’s connecting with Orlando and Tampa that had included in the Federal Government’s
planas anexample. The Federal Government expressed its willingness to undertake the
90%construction costs, and therefore gave Florida State the $2.4 billion federal funding. But after



calculating the economic accounts, the state government returned exactly the number of funding
because they thought that there were the possibilities of a potential over-expenditure and losses after
operation in this high-speed rail project.

Fourthly, the American electoral politics led to the situation that the Republican Party opposed
that the Democratic Party agreed (In fact, not only for high-speed rail, but also for gun control as
well.). The Republican Party members of all the state parliaments opposed Obama's high-speed rail
plan. This time, it was not easy that the high-speed railway of the American western express line, which
was a Sino-American cooperative project, could break the tight encirclement and set its own
banner. The reason for this is as follows. The former California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, a
famous film actor, who has many fans in China, embraced the visit to China. Although Arnold
Schwarzenegger is a Republican, he rode the high-speed rail trains in China, which were convenient
and comfortable, and which left him a good impression, so that he no longer opposed the high-speed
railway construction. Thereafter, Mr. Brown who took over as governor is a democrat. Then, the
America's first high-speed rail would naturally make a breakthrough in California. The total investment
of the 370  km-full-length high-speed  railway project of Western Express Line connecting  Los
Angeles with Las Vegas is about $12.7 billion. Currently, the two sides of China and the United States
have carried out the related work, including identifying financing plan. The project is expected to
start construction at the end of September, 2016.

Although the high-speed rail constructions in the United States encountered above-mentioned all
sorts of problems, we are still full of expectations for American high-speed rail constructions. This also
has the following four reasons.

Firstly, the United States used to have 412 000 km railways. Up to this day, although 130 000 km
railways have been dismantled, the American railways still account for about 35 % of the total length of
the world railways, ranking the first in the world. And those demolished railway sub-grades are still
retained. The United States of America is a country with the very strong innovation capacity. Once
recognizing the advantages of energy-saving and emission-reducing of high-speed railways, the United
States of America would catch up with at once. Then the world will trigger a second high tide of high-
speed railway constructions. Secondly, the freight transportation structure in America is comparatively
reasonable. Railways serve as the first major transport modes. The railways’ freight turnover accounts
for 41.9% of the total, while highways, 38.7%. Thirdly, in the current urban public transport in the
United States, the proportion of rail transit passenger transport has accounted for about half of the total.
That is to say, in the American urban public transportation, rail transportation possesses an absolute
advantage. Therefore the development of high-speed railway passenger transport would not be
unfamiliar to American urban residents. The fourth basis is that more than 100 years ago, the
railway constructions in the United States of America had ever set a world record of laying more
than20 000 km railway tracks within a year.

"If we act quickly, we still have a chance to save the world.” This is a popular slogan at the World
Climate Change Conference. French friends might be interested in the above story of China's high-
speed railways’ entering the western region of the United States of America. Let us work together to
continue to make more contributions for reducing the global carbon emissions.
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