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________________

Energy efficiency, respect of environment and climate protection are becoming major challenges for all actors involved in the management of the different transport modes. Their aim is to conciliate the objectives of legitimate mobility of persons and goods as well as all aspects of  sustainable development : economical development, social progress, environmental protection and  improvement.   

In addition to its impacts on natural and urban environment, the transport sector strongly contributes to increase energy consumption as well as greenhouse emissions. The share of transport – all modes included – in the French consumption of final energy amounts to currently 31% against only 13% in 1960 and this consumption has doubled since the first oil crisis of 1973.

As far as gases with greenhouse effects are concerned, in France, the transport sector accounts for 26,4% of the total emissions in 2006, which means the most important contribution of all economic sectors, with a progression of 20% since 1990, even if, during the last years, the level of these emissions could be stabilized, mainly because of the growing cost of the fuels.  

Indeed, the control of energy consumption answers climatic stakes by the reduction in gases with greenhouse effect, however it also answers economical issues: the cost of energy for transport operators  impacts the long-run stability as well as the short term financial balance. Thus, the part of fuel in the French long distance road transport of goods, is currently 25% against only 20% in 2000. Any increase in transport prices necessarily generates repercussions on the global economy
Objectives and action plan of the French Transport multimodal policy
At the end of 2007, strategic objectives were decided for the next years in the framework of the so-called  “Grenelle de l’ Environnement”. This name refers to Grenelle street in Paris  where, in 1968, important social agreements were signed.  It is now acted, by analogy, that real progresses shall be made concerning ecology and  sustainable development.  
“Grenelle de l’ Environment”was an innovative democratic process based on the dialogue between the various governmental and nongovernmental actors; it made it possible to define a number of objectives and shared engagements and to bring together many experts in the framework of  more than 30 operational committees. These committees designed action plans  for various fields, which, finally allowed to draw-up a national legal program that is currently discussed by the Parliament (it has yet been adopted by one of both chambers). 
Transport activities represent a great part in this general framework. Four specific topics have been targeted : multimodal road good transport, passenger transport by rail by high speed trains as well as classical ones, urban and regional passenger transport, industrial developments oriented towards efficient vehicles. A number of other topics may partly concern transport activities: landuse planning and urban spreading out, renewable energy, biodiversity, health and research, for instance.  
The whole French action plan shall lead to a 20% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2020 the gas emisssion with greenhouse effect, as recommended by the European Union for all economic sectors. Another ambitious commitment consists in increasing the current share of EU final enrgy consumption from renewable energy from 8,5% to 20% by  . This strategy will also allow to reduce in the duration the dependence on oil of the circulation of people and goods. 
The first axis consists in favouring modal transfers and in  developping transport modes alternative to road transport, or air transport.  It meets multiple aims: congestion reduction, accessibility,  improvement of  territories and better life, and reduction in the harmful effects, like noise, insecurity, local pollution... 
Rebalancing transport modes should favour rail, river and maritime transports, each one in their field of relevance. It is linked to energy concern insofar as alternative modes are able,  for the goods, to load more important freights, and for passengers are based on collective transit; they also globally use less fuel than road  vehicles. 
For instance,  long distance travels in high speed trains when aircrafts where previously used generate very important consequences. On a one year period, TGV Méditerranée -  line  Lyon - Avignon - Aix – Marseille – allowed  600 000 to 800 000 passengers out of 3 millions to travel by train, rail then representing 60% of the global market.  

Following the “Grenelle de l’Environment”, it was decided, in order to offer more alternatives to air transport and private car, to double the high speed train network with the building, by  2020, of 

2 000 kilometres of new lines (LGV). It was also decided to study the feasibility, in a long term perspective of a further 2 500 kilometres of new lines. This, of course, was not exclusive of the updating and modernizing of the existing railways.

The LGV program will be the subject of a dialogue which will take into account noise pollutions and the impact on the biodiversity; it will also be subject to a negotiation with local authorities especially on the questions of priorities, trajectories, on the alternatives to high speed, and financial issues.  

.

In addition, the conclusions of “Grenelle de l’ Environnement” also emphasized  the development of freight transport and the modal split of the goods on  long distances. State will support the development of the massively expanded railway and river freight  transits, of combined transport, and the rail expressways and the motorways of the sea. 
A national plan for a better-balanced and more  sustainable freight transport should make it possible to increase the share of non road freight by 25% by  2012.
Last of all, the French seaports must improve their competitiveness and attractiveness, in particular by favouring their access by railway and river ways. 

Road transport which operates  86% of the domestic transport of goods is still predominant and it will continue to hold an important place, especially for short-distance trips in non-urbanised areas. For that reason, strong efforts towards improvement of environmental performances shall be pursued.  

This is the objective of voluntary action plans for the reduction of the greenhouse gas emissions, engaged by road freight transport companies which, in particular deal with environnemental friendly driving,  improvement of vehicle fleets, fuel savings, optimization of vehicle capacities and flows, etc.
A second axis is the development of urban and regional public transport. 

Statement: Urban mobility in France represents more than 40% of total flows of passenger transport. More than 80% of these flows are made by private cars and13%  by public transport. The gas emissions with greenhouse effect related to urban mobility account for 53% of the total emissions of the passenger transport. 

In urban areas and metropolitan areas, the sustainable mobility policy aims at reducing the greenhouse gas emissions, pollution and harmful effects. 

Thus, the development plan for urban transport which is included in the national legal program  “Grenelle de l’ Environnement”, in addition to specific great projects in Paris Metropolitan region, aims at  building, during the next fifteen years, approximately 1 500 kilometres of metro, tram or BRT new  lines; these projects will be initiated by local authorities ans supported by the Government

Consequently, it will be possible to support a number of BHNS (bus with high level of service) and  guided transport projects in the framework of this plan. 

The general objective of this plan is, first, to facilitate the modal split towards public transport, and thus, to make it possible to reduce urban congestion and pollution but also to improve social cohesion by improving the accessibility of disadvantaged districts. 
In the framework of calls for proposals, the Government will bring financial subsidies to the new projects of BRT whose main objective is to contribute to open-up  disadvantaged districts and their extensions. 

The amount of State subsidies varies according to the type of transport and could reach 20% of the infrastructure expenses but it does not concern  rolling stock. 

Improving intermodality in the passenger transport, in particular at the limits of metropolitan areas and their periphery, thanks to car parks and interoperable and harmonised fare management, is also an important target.  The extension of Local Authorities competences to freight transport, urban pricing and parking management is another one.  
In addition, a new impulse will be given to the following actions: 

· to promote research and technological innovations reducing the pollution and the consumption of the vehicles, 

· to develop the telework, car pooling and car sharing  by removing legal barriers; 

· to promote cycling and walking, thanks to the implementation of a charter on street behaviours. This charter consists in examining, together with institutional and associative actors, regulations likely to ensure, in urban environment, a better sharing of public space between all users and a greater safety particularly for most vulnerable travellers. 

State will encourage, within the framework of Urban travel plans, the definition of Business travel plans,  travel plans for administrations, schools and industrial and commercial areas.  It will encourage public entities and most important companies to carry out  group purchases of clean and economic  professional vehicles. 
Lastly, the Government will set up a national incentive plan oriented towards environmental-friendly driving (eco-driving), especially within the framework new drivers’ training.  

From a general viewpoint, the national legal program stipulates that projects carried by local authorities and transport local authorities should form part of an urban strategy and should integrate global and local environmental challenges: air, biodiversity, quality of territories and landscape, limitation of urban spreading.

They will have to improve in a substantial way spatial accessibility in disadvantaged districts and will include objectives of social cohesion, coordinated management of urban space and economic development. 
This is the interest of integrating transport policies and urban planning processes. For that purpose, it is envisaged to harmonize orientation schemes and city planning documents, drawn up at conurbation level, to encourage local authorities to conceive city planning in a global way, taking into account public transport. development. 
For that reason, the national legal project makes the cration or extension of transport infrastructures a mandatory condition to create new districts, or new business or residential areas. A direct link between urban density and spatial accessibility through effective public transport. 
*************

Thus, the future of our transport is part of a new strategy which favours public transport, insists on coherence between urban development and transport policies, emphasizes the importance of high speed trains lines, and outlines the necessity of modal spread for travellers and freight. 

As many ambitious objectives that France implemented and will continue to develop for the years to come not only at national level but also in the  framework  of the European Union, while placing energy and climate change among the priorities of the current French Presidency.

 On a worldwide level, the “Beijing Declaration on Sustainable Development” in conclusion of the 7th ASEM meeting (Seventh Asia-Europe Meeting) of  24 and 25 October, 2008 follows the same line by declaring the importance to struggle against the problem of climate change and the need of a shared vision in the long run for the co-operation between countries. The declaration also exhorts to reinforce “co-operation oriented to the development technology transfer…”.

This conference is fully coherent with this cooperation. 
Note : 

The recent flagship United Nations Habitat report on  State of the World's Cities 2008/2009, subtitled “harmonious Cities” was published on 22 October 2008. It demonstrates how far the current urbanisation upsets the economic, social and ecological equilibrium of the planet. Since this year, more than half of humanity is living in Cities.  Nearly 700 new cities counting more than 250 millions of inhabitants, were created since the years 1990. For the United Nations “21st century  is the century of Cities”.
Measuring the contribution of the cities to the climate change, the report indicates that it is not the importance of urbanisation of  a country or the size of a city which determines the quantity of gas with greenhouse effect that one person emits, but it has more to do with the structure of the city, the modes and standards of living and environmental policies (as well as the transport and urban planning policies).
